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INTRODUCTION

The data on the borate deposits listed in this report were collected from 1988 

to 1995 as part of a larger study. Data for the United States were largely obtained 

from published reports and Federal agency records. Much of the data for Turkey 

and Latin America came from dissertations, unpublished reports, and reports 

published in other languages. Data for China are largely based on information 

submitted to the U.S. Geological Survey's Minerals Resources Data System 

(MRDS) by R.P. Langford of BHP which were augmented by the author from 

limited published reports.

Table 1 lists known borate deposits sorted by country and then site name. 

Data listed for each deposit includes location, mineralogy, host rock and age, 

associated volcanic rocks and ages, and references that refer to that site. 

Additional information includes whether there are known associated springs, 

whether or not the deposit crops out at the surface, and if the deposit is known to 

have produced any borates. The reader should be aware that there may be 

significant uncertainty to the latitudes and longitudes depending on the 

availability and scale of maps for a given area. There are a handful of deposits 

where the author was unable to determine latitude and longitude with any 

certainty. Codes used in the deposit type and production fields are listed in tables 

2 and 3, respectively.
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Table 2. Deposit type codes.

BD bedded lacustrine /evaporite

BR brine

L lake (saline or alkaline)

M marine

N nitrate/iodate deposit

O occurrence

P playa

PG pegmatite

SK skarn and (or) metamorphic

SP spring deposits________

Table 3. Production codes.

Y producer

S small producer

M medium producer

L large producer

SPP small past producer

PP past producer

N no production

U uncertain if producer
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